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which not only reproduces in its entirety the views of R. C. Dutt on the subject but does so more or less in the very words of that author. It is now widely recognised by the Indian economists and historians that land revenue settlements of the first half of the nineteenth century were unjust and oppressive for the ryot. It is also acknowledged that even after the adoption of Saharanpur Rules, excesses were committed and that land revenue demand often bore no relation to the landowners' capacity to pay. But St is not only unjust but even incorrect to lay all the blame for poverty, famine and backwardness of Indian agriculture on land settlements. A permanent settlement on the lines of Permanent Settlement of Bengal as demanded by R. C. Dutt could not have saved [ndia from famine and poverty. The causes of India's poverty and agricultural backwardness lay deep rooted in the industrial backwardness and lack of opportunities for employment of Indians outside agriculture, the pressure of population on land and consequent fragmentation and subdivision of holdings, primitive production techniques and lack of capital. The problem was one of low production rather than distribution of that output between the state and the producer. Among the leaders of public opinion in India of those days, only Ranade fully grasped that point and publicly emphasised it.16 Lala Lajpat Rai makes only a passing reference to pressure on land, rural indebtedness and opening of agricultural banks in Chapter X which deals-with famines.
In the next two parts of the book, Parts IV and V, the author traverses the familiar ground of the existence of mass poverty, famine, illiteracy and the ruinous public works and fiscal policies-of the Government. Both Chapters IX and X are largely based on Digby's Prosperous British India and the author freely acknowledges his indebtedness to Digby by reproducing long extracts from Digby's Magnum Opus. Digby had access, through the good offices-of Charles Bradlaugh, Member of Parliament, to the papers connected with the confidential enquiry, conducted in 1888 under the orders of Lord D^fferin, into the economic conditions of agricultural classes in India and he made free use of that material in writing his bbok. Lajpat Rai had no such advantage, for the results of the enquiry, except for a short resolution, were never published." He had, therefore, to fall back upon the printed extracts contained in Digby's work. In the chapter on famines also,
16  See his  address to Industrial Conference printed in his Essay? on Indian Economics.
17  The  papers   connected with this enquiry cover roughly   900 printed pages and contain valuable data which has not yet been folly exploited by economic historians of India.   These are to be found in the-Famine Proceedings of the Government of India for December 1888.